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Administrator's 
State^nt 

Although this is the sixth edition oC the Condition 
of Education, it is the first published by the new 
Departnient of Education. This document, there- 
fore, serves as the baseUne report for the new ini- 
^t«Hve,"as^ well^s^the annual^up-dat^^^^ 
' of education as originally mandated by Congress in 
1974 (PL 93-^380). 

As I write this, in March of 1980, we are in the 
**transition stage" just prior to the formal establish- 
ment of the new Department. As we approach the 
end of the transition, I am struck, by a sense of history 
and continuity which overrides organizational changes, 
executive orders^ social change; and legislative and 
judicial actions. The need for timely, quantitative 
and objective data has been recognized and voiced 
without interruption from the original establishment 
of the first Department of Education in 1867. The 
act th^t established the Department stated thet it 
was . 

"... for the purpose of collecting such 
statistics and facts as shall show the ^ 
condition and progress of education in 
the several States and Territories, and 
of diffusing such information respect* 
ing the organization and management ' , 
of schools and school systems and s. 
methods of teaching as shall aid th^ 
peopfe of the United States in the es- 
tablishment and maintenance of effi* 
cient school systems, and otherwise 
promote the cause otf education 
throughout the country/' 

' Needless to say, the program has changed sub- 
stantially $ince4hat original charter; however, I often ^ 
characterize the Centar as the spiritual inheritor of 
that original charter. As we look forward, now, with 
considerable anticipation to the new roles, new chal- 
lenges, and perhaps a whole new set of priorities and 
activities in the new Department^ I can only reflect 

# on the excellent cooperation, assist^ce a(id en- 
couragement we have received from the education 
community at large— the teachers, administrators, 
Wfeearchers ahd citizens. Without this cooperative 
Hfort, we would not have accomplished the major 
'Undertakings of rec6nt yefers. My^ certainty that this 
cooperation will continue makes me look forward 
to the new challenges^ with confidence and enthusj- 

V asm. 
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The National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) collects statistics on the condition of cdu- 
^-^tiQn4n-thc United States^ aoalyzes-aadrcport&Jhc -- 
meaning and significance of these statistics, and as- 
sists States and local education agencies in improving 
their statistical systems. In recent years, NCES' re- 
sponsibilities have been increased by mandated stud- 
ies from the Congress. Tliese studies include devel- 
oping and implementing a national vocational 
.education data system, conducting a continuing sur- 
vey of the supply and demand for educational per- 
sonnel, producing profiles' on the degree to which 
States are achieving equalization of resources for 
elementary and secondary education, and coordi- 
ncuting education data acquisition activities of all Fed- 
eral agencies. ^ 

NCES supports a wide range of activities to: pro- 
vide policy-relevant data on such issues as access of 
mi^norities to postsecondary education, impact of 
FederaK^progirams on the disadvantaged, education 
and employment, <and high school dropouts; assist 
State and local education age^icies in developing ef- 
ficient information systems; provide comprehensive 
information sei\^!ces to the education community and 
the public; and reduce paperwork burden in edu- 
cation imposed by Federal agencies. The budget fat 
fiscal year 1980 is $9,947,000 and the request for 
fiscal year 1981, $11,793,000. 
\ The program in fiscal years 1980 and 1981 will 
Wntinue to be directed towards maintaining data 
cores for the elenientary-secondary, higher, and vo-' 
cational education systems to monitor trends and to 
provide data needed for allocating Federal program 
funds, establishing institutional eligibility for Federal 
funds, and monitoring compliance in higher educa- 
tion by the Office of Civil Rights ■ , 

The elementary-secondary data core will be ex- 
panded to incorporate additional finance, enroll- 
ment and staff data for all 16,000 school districts to 
produce profiles on the degree to which States are 
achieving equalization of resources. In sddition, pri- 
vate elementary-secondary school data will be aug^ 
mented by the first survey of nonpublic school library^ 
media centers. Procedures will be initiated to trans- 
form decennial census data to school district bound- 
aries, making possible up-to-date analyses of the 
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demographic, social and economic characteristi^of 
the Nation's school districts. 

Jhe-pational longitjyLd^ has fcl 

the high school class of 1V72 for the past 8 ye^rs'^ill 
be extended to include 4980 high school sophomores 
>nd seniors. The addition of the two classes will en- 
able coihparisons to be made among all three. The 
study wilt als(^ elicit data to assess the impact of 
major Federal programs, to determine causes and 
consequences of dropping out of ^igh school, and to 
assess pareAtal plans for financing postsecondary 
education. 

SpeciaKstudies will be undertaken to support pro- 
gram planning and policy development. The national 
vocational education data system was installed in 
1979 and the first data collected on participants and 
programs to examine and evaluate the impact of 
Federal funds on secondary and postsecondary vo- 
cational education. In 1980, employers of partici- 
pants in Federally-funded vocational education pro- 
grams will be surveyed to determine the quality of 
the former students' technical knowledge, work ex- 
perience, and job performance. Data will also be 
collected to assist the Department's Institute of Mu* 
seum Services* NCES ^^tablished the universe of 
museums and related institutions in 1^79 in prepa- 
ration for the national study being conducted in 1980 
' on the educational programs and services offered by 
inuseums, funding patterns, as^d characteristics of 
Federal, State and municipal support. 

An irtiportant component of the NCES statistical 
program is the establishment of compatible defini- 
tions of statis^cal quantities. To further this objec- 
tive, NCES provides financial assistance to States to 
improve their capacitv to collect and report accurate 
and timely data. In fiscal years 1980 and 1981, ap- 
proximately 25 grants will be awarded each year to 
States to improve their systems for collecting anS 
reporting elementary, secondary, higher ^nd voca- 
tional education data. % ' ' \ 

Special analytical reports on target groups will 
continue to receive special emphasis, The Condition 
of Education for Hispanic Americans, for example, 
will be published in 1980: Other reports oii language 
minority groups and bilingual education are being 
prepare^ for publication in 1981. 



Coordinating Education 
Data Collection 



— Ex€6ssive^-gov/emmeiit^perAvorJc.-costs^govem-^ 
ments time and money that might better be spent on 
educating students. The problem reached such pro- 
portions by 1978 that Congress passed Public Law 
95-561 creatin^the Federal Education Data Acqui- 
sition Council (FED AC). FED AC is charged with 
coordinating the activities of all Federal^agencie^ that 
collect education data and insuring that the data are 
collected as efficiently as possible. The intent is to 
reduce the Federally imposed paperwork burden by 
eliminating excessive detail and redundancy in in- 
formation requests. FEDAC follows the Educatioit 
Pata Acquisition Council (ED AC), established by 
the Education Amendments of 1976, to coordinate 
education data collection activities in the Depart- 
ment of ^ealth. Education, and Welfare; 

To carry out its purpose, FEDA,C annually. pre- 
pares the Federal education data acquisition plan 
and inventory. The plan identifies Federal instru- 
ments usedio request education information from 
10 or more persons. It mclijides questionnaires, tele- 
phone and personal interviews, guides and any other 
types of forms used for grant applications/jesearch 
and evaluation studies, sta^tistical surveys, financial 
and performance reports, and other management 
'reports. FEDAC prepares the plan by coordinating 
requests proposed by Federal agencies andlre^iewing 
them for reaundancy, costs, overall bi\rden and the 
use of standard terminology and definilKKis. 

0« August 8, 1979, FEDAC published interim 
- procedures for the review and approval process in 
the FedcraKRegister— the first step^toward coordi- 
nation. The Council has been operating under these 
procedures since that time (final procedures will be 
published after comments are assessed). Th? pfo- 
^cedures require that data acquisition proposals in- 
clude a justification of the need for the data, the 
legislative referenced citing data requirements, and 
an exact ?opy of the proposed survey instrument. 
Proposals must also contain evidence that the re- 
questing agency coordinated with respondents and 
wit|i Fisderal agencies conducting similar projects. 
An estimate of the costs and hours it will take to 



respond JQ- the isun^_js_ak^ 

maintains a computerized system to, identify and 
eliminate redundancy. 

For each component of the data plan, FEDAC 
must announce a proposal in the Federal Register . 
by the February 15 preceding the school year in 
which data are 'to be collected. The proposal must 
be titled' and must state? who the prospective re- 
spondents are and what their estimated paperwork 
burden will be. The lead time enables respondents 
and other members^rf the public to Comment on the 
proposed data collection activities. Sponsoring agen- 
cies use the comments to modify their proposals and 
revise instruments. 

Summaries of the data acquisition^ activities for 
the school year 1980-81 ^ere published by February 
15, 1980, in the Federal Register. FEDAC has aU. 
ready started' tp review activities proposed for the 
1981-82 iSfchoor year and will pjiiblish a list and ac- 
cepted propQsals by February 1981. 

FEDAC officially began operating in April 1979. 
Between then and December 31, 1979, it reviewed 
dafe acquisition activities of the DHEW Education . 
Division and^the Office^-for Civil Rights, as welUas 
those of several other Federal agencies. The latter 
included education-related data collections from the • ' 
^ Department of Agriculture, tjie National Science 
Foundation, and the; Department, of* justice's Law 
Enforcement Administration. For the 9-month pe- 
riod, FEDAC reduced data burden by almost 13 
• percent. Some 160 data acquisition activjties requir- 
ing a totai'of 7,900,000 burden hours were reviewed. 
These hours include time to be spent filling out stu- 
dent financial aid and campus-based program appli- 
cations, evaluations, recordkeeping . requirements • 
and other data collection forms. As a nesult of its* 
j:eview, FEDAC was able to reduce response burden 
by about 1 million hours. FEDAC also provided 
extensive technical assistance to many data collec- 
tion sponsors and recommended numerous improve- 
ments in survey/study design, question format, and 
the definitions and terminology used. 
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Public school systems are ^^^K^^ 
cost increases in spite of declining enrollment. In 
addition, they are increasingly mandated to provide 
services to children who are costly to educate, such 
; as language-minority children. Nonpublic schools 

that also share in available Federal funds have cor- 
responding problems and are receiving more atten- 
tion from Congress. During the past few yeai-S, m*ore 
persons have been trained to teach than could be 
employed as teachers. Finally, the question persists 
about how well the public schools generally, and 
se9ondary schools in particular are serving the needs 
^ of all children. 

The focus of the NCES statistical program is to 
provide appropriate statistical information and anal- 
yses which measure the vitality of public and non- 
public education in the United States. Accordingly, 
the program collects annual national and State sta- 
tistics about elementary and secondary^ schpol sys- 
tems. An important recent addition to the data col- 
lection system is the compilation of financial, pupil 
and teacher data for each school district m the United 
States. These, linked with other information about 
school districts, provide the basis for studies of such 
areas as the equitable financing of schools and the 
effects of declining enrollments on" staffing patterns 
and expenditures. Other statistical studies »nd sur- 
veys are conducted to address current and emerging 
issues, such as tbe need for bilingual education in 
the country and the relationship between supply and 
demand for school teachers. 

Data Sources 

Elementary and secondary education statistics are 
collected from several sources. A major program of 
compiling statistics on elementary and secondary 
schools, students, staff, and financial characteristics 
is conducted each yearin cooperation with each State 
^ education agency. This program provides* infornta- 
7 tion about fall $chool membership, the number of 
high school graduates, the number of teachers and 
other school staff positions, revenues from Federal, 
State or local government sources, and e)<;penditures 
r for administration, instruction and other purposes. 
Summary statistics for each State and the 20 largest 





Elementary and 
Secondary Education 

"cities ate lecetved^^a^ publishTsd: "Simitar data are "~ 
received Tor each of the 16,()0() school systems in the 
United States. Also, since 1977, the membership, 
number of teachers, location, and grade span of the 
90,000 public schools have been collected to provide . 
a basis for statistical sampling as well as for research. . 
Beginning in 1980, nOE^ will expand its information 
on the financing of public school systems to provide ^ 
an improved basis for detailed studies on the di.stri- * 
bution of school costs and resources for a series of 
biennial CongreSsionally mandated reports. 

In addition to the statistics collected from State 
education agencies, limited information for the non- 
public schools was collected for the. yeats 1976 
through 1978. The data has been collected for NCES , 
through the cooperation of the National Catholic 
Education Association and the Council for American 
Private Education. Over the S-year period of data 
collection, a complete list of all nonpublic schools 
was assembled to estat)lish the universe for the first % 
time. The information collected covers size, gr^de 
span, religious affiliation and limited |mancial char- 
acteristics. 

NCE6 also conducts special surveys, periodically 
to provide general statistics on the characteristics ot^ 
students, graduates, and staff that cannot be easily . 
obtained from the information collected by State 
education agencies. Statistics on preprimary enrolN 
ment are collected through the Bureau of the Census' 
October Current Population Survey, supported' by 
NCES, and published biennially. A survey of school 
district demand for teachers is conducted periodi- 
cally lo complement data on the supply of new teach- . 
ers for supply and demand studies. Special surveys 
and studies on language minorities and bilingual ed* 
ucation are beingnndertaken pursuant to a Congres- 
sional mandate. In addition^ NCES utilizes its Fast 
Response Sufvey System (FRSS) to provide nation- 
ally representative data in approximately 4 to 6 
months on new policy issues. 

Reports and Tapes • 

Statistical reports and tapes are produced on the 
characteristics of students, schools, school districts, , 
and staff members of the school systehis. 



Prtprlmary tchool 



sample of children 3 to fvy.oiirs old. cnrollcti and 
mil enrolled, by age, sex. race, Spanish origin. 
. region, educaiionat- levels of pax Ail , eniplt)y4iicn( 
status of mother, and household income. Anel for 
ehiidrcn enrolled, level (nursery schiH)! or 
kindergarten), puhlic/nonpublic and length of 
attendance each day ((^11 or part-day), (Biennial) ^ 

Fiabik ekmentary* 

l^^llljg|»y tl^llOOlS^ J • — - ■ 

' - ; number of schw)l districts, pupiN. staff, high 

school graduates; financial receipts, expenditures, 
' . including salary data. AH Sjates, the 20 largest 
cities and outlying areas are 'included, (Annual) 



NpppuMk 

-MmcnUry- „ . 

•ecoiMUry schools: ' . { . 

all schools and numl^ers of pupils and teacher?; 
finances by sch(K>l affiliation and grade fevel. 

(Periodic) 



' Jjfcncy luting: 



State school 
systems: 



organization, staff, pupils and finance of public 
schools in each of the 50 States, the District of 

-Columbia and the outlying areas of the U.S. 

Sclept^d" historical ir^nds. (Being resumed hs 
' biennial) 



OfTtrintf and 

enroUments in * 
secondary schools: 

courses offered in a sample of high schools and 
number of pupils enrolled in each. (Occasronal) 



Revenues and 
: expenditures: . 

, current expenditures of schw)l districts for major 
functional categories. Revenues, capital outlay 
^ and. debt service figufes afeNalso included. 

Universe of school^^Hfricts fi)^ most years. 

(Annual) 



Public Khool 
llii«nce--prolllef' 
oT the SUtes: 



pupils, teachers; and other characteristics of all 
school districts; measures of wealth, costs of 
educational services; program chai^aeteristics in 
relation to pupil need and financing tTipabilities; 
and r^s^trce allocation procedures. (Biennial) 



Local school 
dittrkts ttsUnt: 



namere^nty , ^tate; principal administrator, 
number of schools, grade span, ehrollment. 

(Annual) 



names, ihlcs. and phoiK' luinibcis of education 
' offioialsMor each State. (Annual) 



Number of limited 
English proflcie^l 
persons: 

eMimaies of the number of language-minority 
children and adults who have limited tnglish 
proficiency, by age. residence;' language, family 
income, and couniry of origin. I*rojections of the 
' 7 number for the ntyt^^* 1.^. and IfTyears. 

(Occasional) 



Qualifications of 
teachers in 
bilingual educat^ 



programs: 



estimHtcf^ of the number of schiH)! teachers 
qualified or partially qualified to leach irf ^ 
language other than Engliiih, the number qualified 
H) teach English as a Second language , and the 
num^xi^r in projects supported by tfje Bilingual 
Bducation Act, ESEA Title Vll (Occasional) 



'(eacher and 
administrator 
, supply and 
demind: 



estimate of the numbers of college graduates^ 
$dded to the teacher supply , IcKat education 
^igency sample of numbers of .teachers en\ployed, 
teachers laid off, teacher opcqi^gs, current and 
anticipated teactn««^ortages, b^' level and field of 
- ' instruction. (Annual) 



Tapes 

The elementary and secondary statistics program 
itiakes additional survey d'ata available onlj^^by com- 
puter tape. These tapes provide considerably more 
detail than the published reports. They thus provide 
an opportunity for policy analysts and researchers 
to combine these data with other information ob- 
tained from diverge sources itl order to enhance their 
usefulness. Some of the computer tapes of survey 
data available for sale are: 

Local education y 
agency (LEA) 
universe, non- 
fiscal: 

staff assignments, by sex; full-time-equivalent^ 
teachers; staff assignments for professional and 
non -professional categories; number of pupils by 
grade level; number of high school graduates by 
sex; pupils transported at public expense; nuniber 
of schools; and number of days in which pupils 



ERLC 



is 



PuMk jchooi 
Univcrfc: 



arc expected to be in attendance 'I he i97H-79 
LEA tape U the first fully prtKCssed ta|>e for all 
schcHjl districts. I he ta^K? will be available by laic 
!98(), in subsequent years, tapes will become 
av^iilable ab<nit i year following each survey. 



nanie and address, \y\yc of school, grade span, 
teachers and membership. Ihc tape for the 197H-' 
79 school year will be available ill 1980. 



Nonpublic school 
universe: 



name and address^ Jype of scljtH)K pupils, 
employees, size of population center. Federal 
program participation of schooL and c\^rrcnt 
expenses per child. Vape available for sijhool 
'years l97fv-77, l'977-78, l97H;-79. 



Merged dM» nie 

for W^77: 

this file combines data from 7 sources and 
includes financial, student. \taff and population 
characteristics for all 16,(K)0 schcK)l districts in the 
United Stales. Data files include: NCES school 
district universe; Census of Governments survey 
of liKal government finances; Office of Civil 
Rights elementary-secondary civil rights 
compliance survey; Office, of Education Section 
437 State-administered Federal programs; Equal 
Employment Op|x>rtunity Commission 
eTementary-secondary stall surveyT equalized 



and will acquire and utilize additional data directly 
available from the States so that the next pxofiles 
report will be based on morercomparabie and com- 
plete data. Also, the 1981 report will consider the 
combined effects of resource availability from Fed*^ 
eral and State levels on school district financing and 
resource allocation. 

NCES also reports annually to Congress on 
teacher supply and derrl'aind. Thi^s. report is based on 
a sur\iey of teacher demand taken from local edu- 
cation agencies and a survey of .college graduates 
newly qualifieil to teach. The report covers? changes^ 
in the size of the surplus of newly qualified, teachers- 
and the need for teachers in particular fieldj^^^f study, 
it also examines how graduates who are newly qual- 
ified to teach farexl in the labor market compared 
with other college graduates. Future reports wilj also 
examine emerging occupations for educitfion grad- 
uatesland the ability of schools to find qualified can- 
didates for teaching positions. 

NCES is currently conducting studies on bilingual 
education in the United States and Puerto Rico. 
Their purpose is to establish the number of persons 
of limited English proficiency and to project this 
estimate into the future. The studies will determine 
the nature and extent of the services provided and 
th^ cost of delivering these services. The studies will 
also determine the extent and distribution of need, 
if any , for more w ell-quairfit^ teachers in bilingual 



property value compiled by Killalea AsstKiates; 
and National Institute of Education special 
tabulations of 1970 Census ciata for .school 
districts. Tape is svailablc. 

Congressionally Mandated Reporting 

A persistent concern in education is the disparity 
in resources collected *ind distributed among ele- 
mentary-secondary school districts. Yo ascertain the 
extent and significance of these disparities., Coij- 
grass, in the 1978 Education Amendments, required 
NCES to collect uniform data from the- States op 
financing elementary and secondary education. From 
these data, NCES produces a composite profile of 
each State every other year. The disparity profiles . 
show the degree to which equalizarion of. resources 
among the school districts has been achi<eved in *;aeh 
State. They also show the varying impacts of tax 
structures which support educational expendhures. 
Thfe analysis exarnines elements which may account 
for the disparities in expenditures and resources, 
such as demographic factors, pUpil concentrations, 
local wealth and school district characteristics. The 
first report will be published in 1980 using available 
Federal statistics. For future reports, -^NCES will sup- 
port new work on statistical measures of disparity' 



education programs. 

% 

y 

Data Uses 

The statistics NCES collects from State education 
agencies and special surveys are us?d in many ways. 
At the local government level, for example, a rural 
school district in a Southern State used the data to- 
support its applfcation for Federal assistance for 
basic skills improvement. The Council of the Great 
City Schools most recently used NCES data for its 
statistical profiles of large city school systems. At 
the State level, the office of the* attorney general in 
a large State used NCES finance^ data as evidence 
,in a' suit against the State education agency. 

At the Federal level, NCES used data froni these 
surveys to present a statistical overview of secondary 
education to the House Committee ^on Education 
and Labor. For DHEW, the NCES fast response 
survey system reported on the problems arising from 
the eligibility of individual students for more than 
one Federal categorical program. This was one of 
a number of special surveys performed to respond 
to specific user requests. Others recently covered 
include State education agency policies and Federal 
programs in arts education; school district needs for 



technical assistance to evaluate Title 1 prograwis; and 
the needs of Indochinese refugee children. , 

Data from several Federal data bases have been 
merged to respi>nd to Departmental needs forpolicy 
analysis. NCES is intensely interested in both the 
Federal iQnd non-Federal uses of the data base and 
in finding ways to modify and extend the data base 
to iraprqve its usefulness. The Center participates 
with an interagency group coordinating research, 
evaluation and statistical activities to provide infor^ 
_„jnatimi needed to itieet the Congressional mandate 
of the Bilingual Education Act. 

Plans 

NCES plans to continue publishing reports on 
enrollment changes and characteristics (\f schools. 
A majpr effort is being made to collect more policy- 
relevant statistical data about each of the 16,(KK) local 
school systems and 9(),()(K) school units, to combine 
\ rtese data with other Federal data sources, and to 
produce analyses of changing characteristics of schools 
, and school systems. For example, NCES is planning 
• to transforra decennial Census data.to a school district 
base^ These data will be used to develop legislative 
proposals and to conduct studies of youth emplov- 
ment, high school dropouts, desegregation ana 
school finance.. Important new information on the 
financial characteristics of school systems will be col- 

lerted fbr th e biennial re port on disparities in sch ool 

finance. In addition, the total data base on financiaT 
information will be merged with the demographic- 
information from the decennial census as soon as it 
» becomes available. In 1982, NCES will initiate a new 
purvey of high schools to provide data on course 
fferings and enrollments in secondary education. 
Derailed studies on the amount and kind of educa- 
tion received by pre-school childreil will be made. 
In addition, NCES will attempt to make maximum 
use of educational statistics on school enrollment, 
language, and educational attainment from the 1980 



Census of Population, fhe planned program is in- 
dicated in the table at the end' of this chapter. 

Beginning in 1980, NCES has been meeting reg- 
ularly with Federal and non-Federal users and po- 
tential users of each of the three nj^jor statistical 
programs in elemeiUary and secondary education 
(teacher Supply and demand, School finan(;e and lan- 
guage rrvnorities) and with the suppliers and users 
of the major institutional datd bases* These meetings 
will augment the continuing series of meetings NCES 
holds wilh the^C^^ State School Officers' 

X Committee on Evaluation and Information Services 
\CEIS). In these conferences, the utility of the wOrk 
to date is discussed and suggestions for improve- 
ments solicited from all interested groups. 



Selected Publications 

Arts Edycation: Policies and Programs (Fast Re-^ 
sponse Survey System) 

Indochinese Qhildren: A Survey of Selected States 
and Districts\Bulletin) 

Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary 
and Secondary Education (Annual) 

Selected Public and Private Elementary and Sec- 
ondary Education Statistics (Bulletin) 

ESEA Title 1 Evaluation: School District Needs for 
Technical Assistance (Fast Response Survey Sys- 
tem) 

School DistrfcTS "Parttctpating^inTMtri tipie F e dera l 
Programs (Fast Response Survey System)' 

Statistics of Public Elementary and Secondarj^ Day 
Schools (Annual) 

Students and Schools 

Teacher and School Admini^itrator Supply and Dcr 

mand (Annual) 
Training Needs of Public School Administrators 

(Fast Response Survey System) 
ESEA, Title I Schoolwide Projects: Eligibility and 

Participation (Fast Response Sur^tey System) 
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Elementary and Secondary Education 



Surveys 

^ ... 






Year of reporting 






197^ 


1979 


1980 


1981 

— — »T —J 


1982 • 


/983 • 


► i 

Prepriinary school enrollment 






□ 




MM . 

u 




Public elementary and secondary schools 




□ 


□ 

t 


□ 


LJ 


n 
U 


Nonpublic elementary and secondary schools 




□ 




□ 


V 




State school systems 








n 
U 




n 


Offerings and enrollments in secondary schools 


• 










n 

LJ 


Revenues and expenditures 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


Public school finance: profiles of the !?tates 




□ 




□ 




D 

» 


Local school district listing 


□ 


□ 


P 


LJ 

• 


□ 


U 


State education agency listing 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


n 


n 

Li 


-i^wnbcr of timite<i£nglish profkknLpersons and 










S 


D 


estimates of services ^ 










1 




QualificatioiTs of teachers in bilingual education 














programs ^ 

■/ 












Teacher supply and demand; 






o 


□ 

* 


□ 


□ 






• 

t 











.J 
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Higher Education 



Major social and economic issues continually chal- 
lenge higher education. Today, the most critical in- 
" yhideigquality of a ccess taxotlegc^atnirtg, the long- 
range financial outlook for private colleges and 
universities, shifting enrollment patterns, and un- 
certain job opportunities for graduates. 

The NCES program in jjigher educationlprovides 
statistical ipformation to enable planners and poli- 
cymakers to address these issues. It uses the Higher 
^Education General Information Survey (HEGIS), 
"^vtlMph provides both current and trend data, com- 
plemented by special studies of recent college grad- 
uates, adult education participants and race/ethnic- 
ity- 

The issues facing^hjgher education have histori- 
cally been related to population, economics and so- 
cial changes. Today's concerns include the decrease 
in the number of persons 18-24 years old, the un- 
certain employment outlook for prospective college 
teachers, and increasing tuition and other cosjts 
which traditionally restrict access to college. In the 
196O'CT|^C0ntrast, the major concern* were the 
iieed to Slpmid to accoqpmodate avijopulation peak 
and the removal of discriminatory barriers in higher 
education. Acces^ tb higher education has received 
continuing attefition since that period and has been 
broadened to remove sex inequities arifl'Tlprriers for 
the physically handicapped. 

^Higher Education General 
Monnation Surve 

The comprehensive NCES data base in higher ed- 
ucation provides information needed to examine 
these and othe| emerging issues. This data base in- 
cludes B complete census of public an^ private in- 
stitutions of higher education, including community 
and 2-year colleges, their enrollments, characteris- 
tics, degrees awarded and financial information. 

Surveys 

Inttlttttkmal . ^ 
characterittki: 

. name, address^ Congressional district, wunly, 



k'lephont;, number, year osiablishciK sex of 
siudcnt lH)dy, previous-year enrollmcul. 
undergraduale tuihon and fl'cs, control or 
' " aMiiitioiTcinen 

offered, type of program, accreditation, and 
name, title, and funciion of principal 
administrative officers. (Annual) 

Fall 

cnfoHmcnf; 

full- and part-time enrollment for men and women 
undergradualcs. graduates, first professional 
degree students, and unclassified students. Racial/ 
ethnic data by major field of study arc collected in 
odd-numbered years. (Annual) 

- Dc||rces and olhrr 
awards confcrrtd: * 

first professional degrees by field; bachelor s, 
master's and d^KlDr's degrees by disciplines; and 
degrees and awards based On less than 4 years of 
work beyond high «:h(><{l. Racial/cthbic data are 
collected ii^odd-nUmbcred years. (Annua!) 

Rfftidcncc and 
mif ration of 
coUffc studfnts: 

stjiident enrollment classified by residence status 
(in-slate/out'Of-staie/foreign^. by sex, attendance 
statt^s. level of enrt^llmcnt. and program of study. 

(Rienntal) 



HEGiS surveys on noncreJlt adult education and 
academk libraries are. described ebe where. 



Salaries, tenure, 
and fii^nge benefits 
offcll-Ume . , 
Instructional 
faculty: 



number of faculty, by rank, ,sex': tenure status, 
and length of contract: salaries and fringe benefits 
of full-time faculty. (Annual) 



-JEllnanclal 
statistics: 



current revenues, by sources (tuition and fees, 
* government, private gifts); current expenditures, 
by function^ (instruction, research, plant 
mBintcnancc and operation); physical plant assets, i/,^ 
and endowment investments ana performance.^ 
Since fiscal year J975, data are collected On . 
changes in fund balances for each institution. 

(Annual) 

. ■ * ' • ^ ' N . ^ ■ . . ■ 
Inventory of. 
physical facilities: 

total gross square feet at each institution; 
assignable space> classifiJd by room use and type 

iff activity. (Biennial) , 



Daia Usei^ and Plans 

The regular NCES higher educiuion data tile pro 
vides such infotmation as trends in the cnrollnieni 
of women and minorities; their employment as t<lc- 
uhy members and administrators: and (he relatiun- 

\ship between rising faculty salaries and college and 
university tuition charges. 1 he Office for O'ivil Rights 
uses these data to monitor compliance with I cderal 

" legislation. These data are also used to distribute 
student aid funds to colleges and universities and lo 

liliLtemiinc jnslilutional digibihty for 1 edcial asiiisi- 
ance. Through special studies, the cost of redesigning 
collegiate facilities to permit full access to tlie hand- 
icapped has been estimated, characteristics of black 
institutions have been, examined, and the ttikica-, 
tional participation and achievement of Hispanic 
Americans have been analyzed. 

To establisl\ priorities for data cojiection, NC l:S 
works closely with key leaders and researchers in the 
field of higher education and reviews requests for 
information receNed from Congress, associations, 
institutions and individuals. On a more formal basis, 
NCES consults the St^le Hfgher Education Execu- 
tive Officers Organization and a panel of represen- 
tatives from institutions and associations cha#ed by 
the American Council on Education. Both of these 
groups react to the type and content of past NCES 
studies, review plans for current priD^ects, and help 
future planning by ranking proposed studies by 
priority and suggesting the optimum timing for each.. 
These recommendations, plus the advice from Con-^ 
gress and key Federal agencies, help NCES to de- 
velo p its data col lection program. Adv ice from the se 
sources was used by NCES to develop the survey^ 
plan shown in the table at the end of this chapter. 

In 1981, the basic NCES survey program will*be 
a)^gmented by biennial studies addrc^^ssing accesf to 
higher, education and student migration patterns.^ 
Strong interest has Wd to the consideration of a full- 
scale survey to determine accessibility of institutions 
for handicapped students for 198L The survey will 
build on the 19/8 model \yhich established cost es- 
timates for modifying phj^ical facilities in colleges 
md universities to m^ke them accessible to the hand- 
icapped. In. addition, NCES wiJI conduct the survey 
of student residence and migration. D^ta from this 
survey help States atid institutions plan for future 
enrollments, determine necessary levels of student 
finaiicidl aid, and estimate the effect of student mi- 
gration on the State's economy. 

Recent College Graduates 
Study 

The huge investment that students, parents, and 
institutions make in a college education raises a key 



question: how. valuable is a college education today 
in helping to se^'ure a suitable job? 'l \\c question 
concerns not onl>^\UK: imincdialt* economic return 
for the years spent leaning, but irtso— and perhaps 
more importantly — thc^Jl^^rtunity for a challenging 
career. * ^'X^ 

An answer to this questioii ij^mes from the NCF^S 
survey of recent college gradui^s. based upon a* 
reprt^entatrvc sample of graduate^ wfio receivetl a 
bachelor's or master's degree the preceding year. 
The following summary specifies the data collected. 

Kfccnt college , *. 

graduate.s: "x.. 

dale i)f griKiuaiion. tic Id of siudy. lurther 
enrollment, finaneial aid. employment status 
(espeeiaily teaeher emjMoymcnt eharacterislies). 
job characteristies and earnings.^^iiy and Stale of 
residence, age. marital status, sex and racial/ethnie^ 

origins (Fcriodie) 

Plans 

The 1981 survey is the third, thus providing data 
available on the employmcn! status of college grad- 
uates over a 6-year period. The data also address 
tjie demand component of teacher supply-demand 
by reporting the fields in which newly qualified 
teachers obtain employment. In 1980, reports from 
the second survey will be prepared to address such 
issues as the economic returns of a college education; 
the supply and demand of professional personnel; 
fhe underemployment of college graduates; the ac- 
cess to professional, opportunities for women and 
minorities; and the relationship of federal assistance 
to employment and post-baccalaureate education. 

Elected PuMtcations ; 

College Enrollment Patterns Differ for Handicapped 

Students (Bulletin) 
Degree A>^ards to Women: An Update 
Earned Degrees Conferred (Annual) ^ 
Enrollment Declines Foreseen fo^ Colleges in the 

1980's (Early Release) 
Fall Enrollment in Colleges and Universities (An- 
nual) 

Financial Statistics of Colleges and Universities 
(Annual) 

Financial Self-Assessment— Small Colleges (Paper) 

The Impact of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
•of 1973 on American Colleges and Universities 

Issues in Postsecondary Education: Financial Via- 
bility of Institutions 

Nonresident Alii6n Enrollments and Degrees are In- 
creasing (Bulletin) 

Profile of Womeri*s Colleges: Enroirment Statistics 
(Bulletin) ^ 

Salaries, Tenure. ^md Fringe Benefits of Full-time 
Faculty and Efhployees in Higher Education (Early 

^ Release) 
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^ Higher Education Surveys . 



1 _ .. 

x 

V • • 


Year of data collection 


1978 


J 979 


1980 


1981 


1982 


1983 


■■"«—— . . 1 1 — M , . . .— .. — . J._. . 

' College and University 


r _ 












Institutional characteristics 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


□ 


Fall enrollment 

Racial/ethnic data collected 






□ 
□ 


□ 


□ □ 


□ 


Degrees and other awards conferred 
Racial/ethnic data collected 


□ 


□□ 


□ 




□ 


□ 
□ 


Residence and migration of college students 








□ 






Faculty salaries 






□ 




□ 


□ 


Financial statistics 


□ 


□ 


□ 






Inventory of physical facilities 


□ 






□ 




i 


Noncredit adult education 


□ 




□ 




□ . 




College and university libraries 








□ 




□ 


• 

Recent College Graduates 


□ 




□ 




□ 
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A number of issues have heightened interest in 
mhilrand voc ationaheducation. -Menage ttnemploy- 
mcnt persists, for example/and leisure time is in- 
creasing. More women* are entering or returning to 
the Wofk force. Age populations are shifting, and 
new technology js changing job requirements or cr^- 
. ating new jobs. \ ^ 

NCES studies providfe Jnformation to p'eople who 
deal with these issues. Tne^^udies offer data on^job 
training for persons seeking employment or career 
advancement. They also cover corftinuing education 
programs offered by schools, colleges and other or- 
ganizations. The results of these studies provfde 
planners and policymakers at ail levels qf govern- 
*ment with both basic information and trend data. 

* 11 

Adult Education 

Ch^ges in the demographic makeupof American 
society during the past 25 years have provided the 
impetus tor the dramatic growth of adult education. 
People. are living longer, are in better health in their ^ 
later years, aijd have the economic resources to par- 
ticipate in a range of educational activities. Other 
factors encouraging the growth of adult education 
have been the demands for retraining by women 
entering or re-entering'the labor force; the netfds of 
new immigrants; State licensing programs which re- 
quire^occupatipnal updating activities; new job tech- 
nologies; and the expanding base of persons with 
college or other .advanced education ^>vhose interest 
jn lifelong l^arnrng is deal-. Colleges and uhiversi- 
ties, Peking hew sources of students, have also con- 
tributed to the gfovfth^ of adult education. In addi- 
tion, secbtiidary school systems, converting unused 
classrooms and available teachers, have extended 
programs to the adqlt population. 

NCES dfata show that aduh education is growing . 
at a rate approximately three times that of the adplt 
population as a whole. This rapid expansion has in- 
tensified the interest of educational planners and 
policymakers. They w&nt to know the types of 
coui^s taken by adult students and who prpvides 
these courses. They are ateo interested in the impact 
oif adult ed)|pation on traditional and nontraditional 



AdiHt and Vocational 

Education 

^educatioTnal institutions/ financial sources used for 
this training vand the €^4ent to which employer's offer- 
educational programs. 

Data Sources , 

^ To provide tjiese data, NCES developed a prc/- 
gram combining reports frpm individual participants 
with surveys of institutions sponsoring adult educa- 
tion activities. These surveys are repeated 05 a reg- 
ular cycle to provide trend data qn changes in stu- 
dents and programs. 

NCES sponsors a triennial supplement to the Cur- 
rent Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of 
the Census, which queries the 56XKX) households in 
the survey on participation in aduh education. The 
study provides demographic data on participants in 
aduh education, oh full-time adult students and on 
adult nonstudents. It also offers data on the char- 
acteristics of courses and activities taken in adult 
education. 

Complementing this study of individuals are stud- 
ies of organizations offering adult education. To re- 
duce the burden upon respondents, most of these 
studies use nationally representative samiples of in- 
stitution^ and are conducted bi- or triennially. They 
include studies of adult education offered by colleges 
and universities, community agencies, home study 
institutions, and free universities and learning refer- 
ral centers. Presently, a literature search is being 
conducted in^anticjpation ^ an upcoming survey on 
programs offered by non-school organizations (busi- 
ness, industry, labor unions). 

A schedule of adult edi\f:ation surveys is presented 
in the table at the end of this chapter. 

Surveys — 

PkrtldpAtion in 
.tdult edudatkm: 

demographic characteristics of students— age » sex, 
race/ethnic origin, income, education, 
employment; course characteristics; reasons for 
taking courses, completion, subject areas, method 
of instruction; duration, credit, sources of 
payment; and Xypef of administering institutions 
or agencies. (Triennial) 



Noocrtdit adult 
«dtKiitlon in 

universities: 



name and address of s|H)ns()ring unit or college; 
field of instruction; pt>llcies regarding (il-D mm\ 
* fee remission for the elderly; registrations 

(Eiienmal) 



survey of adult education in community organiza- 
tions in 1981; a survey of noncredit adult education 
in colleges and universities, and a siirVcy of adult 
education in non-school organizations in 1982; and 
a survey of adult education through home study in 
1983. 



Adult education 
through home 
study: 



ocational Edi^cation 



nnmc and address tif spnnsnring school, Conirot, 
programs. H:nro!lnjents, and completions. 

(Periodic) 



Adult educatioj 
c^munity 
oq{«ni2«tk)j 




typo (health, service, welfare! civic, religious); 
courses; tuition and fees; enrollments; 
completions; and methods of instruction 
(television, radio, telephone, kits). (Periodic) 

\ 

Adult education in 
free universities . 
and learning / 

centers: 

name, address, and telephone number; type of 
organization; year founded; affiliation; activities 
offered; participants by sex, race/ethnic origin: 
paid and unpaid full- and part-tirhe staff: fees: 
sources of income; anci expenditures. (Periodic) 



i In developing its priorities for adult education sur- 
veys, NCES consults with educational researchers. 
Federal education planners, and concerned organi- 
zations in the field/ Planning sessions involve rep- 
resentatives 6i these groups to establish priorities, 
avoid overlap with other studies or exist4n^4ata^iles, 
identify most-needed data elements, and.^stablish 
the optimum .periodicity. Priorities are also estab- 
lished by reviewing user response to previous stud- 
ies. The keen interest , for example, in the first survey 
of free universities and learning referral centers 
prompted plans for its readministration in 1981: 



Datii and Plans 

Information from studies in adult education pro- 
vides the basis for establishing eligibility for various 
Federal financial aid^programif;. it also helps deter- 
mine the extent to wbi^h adult education is helping 
compensate for the decrease in the number of stu- 
dents of traditional college age. In addition, these 
studies expand the scope of data available to post- 
secondary education planners. 

Future plans for surveys ih adult education include 
a survey of participation in adult education and a 



Education and employment are inextricably linked 
in American society, but nowhere more closely 
aligned than in vocational education. Beginning with 
the passage o(the Smith-Hughes Act in 1916, Fed- 
eral policy ha«f stressed direct support for iv Variety 
of educational programs to enhance employment 
opportunities Tor young people. Through a series of 
amendments and new laws over the years. Federal 
funding now supports skills training for high school 
and post high school students, specialized job train- 
ing for handicapped and disadvantaged students, and 
occupational training and retraining for adults una- 
ble lo compete in today's labor market."^ 

The NC^S vocational education program pro- 
vides information on Federally funded vocational 
training programs in secondary and postsecondary 
schools and on students and job training programs 
offered-by all noncollegiate postsecondary schools. 
Mn addition, NCES inventories training activities 
conducted by employers, associations, labor unions 
and community agencies. 

Vocational Educatioo Data System 

^ XI??^^y9?U9n A"^^Pilr^^^^ 1976 (Public Law^ 
94-482) required jSICES to develop, implement, ancT 
operate a national VocatTbnal Education Data Sys- 
tem (VEDS). Congress required that this systeni be 
designed to provide reliable data on vocational stu- 
dents, programs, program completers and leavers, 
staff, facilities and expenditures. Stated another 
way, tongress requires VEDS to show, "Who is 
being served in vocational education?'' "What are 
they being served?" **What is being accomplished?" 
and "Wimnr the cost?" 

, VEDS' purpose is designed to provide qcdirate 
inforQiation on vocational education as it i/ con- 
ducted through State-plan programs (under the Vo- 
cational Education Act) in the public schools and 
various postsecondary institutions. It is designed to 
offer improved and consistent information to Con- 
gress and the various States. It includes two key 
elements: first, ^^i reporting system based on collect- 
ing State-level totals; and second, an accounting sys- 
tem designed to establish record-keeping standards. 



The standards are to help facilitate program audits, 
comprehensive phinning and evaluation activities. 
The VEDS system will also provide information on 
the numbers of persons being prepared in various 
occupational fields and will be used by State occu- 
pational information coordinating committees and 
economic development councils 'I he resulting data 
base will be automated so that this information can 
be updated annually and used for a wide range of 
special analyses. 

• In 1980, the first data will be collected on recent 
vocatTonaT educatrorj program c5mpleters and leav- 
ers. A sample of these students will be followed to 
determine the extent <o which program completers 
and leavers find employment related to their train- 
ing. A sample of employers will be asked to assess 
employee job competency and work attitudes. 

The schedule of surveys in the Vocational Edu- 
cation Data System program is presented in the tables 
at th^ end of the chapter. 

Surveys ^ 




' EnroHmcnt: 



SUIT: 



Employer 
followup: 



, instruciion program, by sex. racc/cthnic origin iuul 
level (seeondary. postsccondary, adult): work- 
sludy; eompletions by instruetional program; 
leavers by program level; and number of targeted 
students benefiting fron» f-ederal funds 
(h^ndicappi^d. economieally and aeademieally 
disadvantaged, limited English profieieney). 

(Annual) 



total staff and (ull-time eq<fivalcnts. by program 
- ^ ' assignment. (Annual) 



Student 
fotlowup: 



expenditures by Federal and non-Fedend sourees. / 
* functions, and instructional areas. (Annual)/ 



evaluation of employee's teehnical kiK>wlcdgc. 
work attitude, and quality, by inslruetional 
progrfHji. (Annual) 



employment/education status of completers and 
leavers, by field of employment; instructional 
program, grade level, and earoings, by field bf^ 
employment; instructional program an€' ^ 

(Annual) 

Documented computer tapes .will be. aviiilabpe for sale 
once the automated system is established, beginning In 

Interim 



The VHDS sy.stcin>?Hiic into bcingvrfth the col- 
lection ot data for the scluH)^yeu^-Ly?^^-79. Data for 
the secc>nd year of the series are due from the States 
on December 1, 1980. K)ITowiip data on students 
and their employers will be collected for a sample 
of the 197H-79 students who left or complettjd their 
programs during the ensuing year. Ihese data will 
be reported to NCES on December .1, 1980; corre- 
sponding data for the 1979-80 school lytar will be 
collected on Dc^cember 1, 19^q^VEDy received 
clearance from the Federal FMfcffion Data.Acqui- 
sitiorf Couricil for the ihird and fourth years T)f this 
series, covering school years 1980-81 and 1981-8^. 

Data Uses 

Early in 1980, NCBS set up the Data Editing and 
Interpretation Task Force to assist with monitoring 
the process of editing the first year's data. The Task 
Force, composed of 12 representatives from the sec- 
ondary and -postsecondary vocational educatioiv 
community, is providing insights on the inter4)rcta- 
tion and evaluation of the VEDS data. It will assure 
that the VEDS data are disseminated with due cau- 
tions regarding their limitations, and that they reflect 
as accurately as possible the status of vocational ed- 
ucation. Analyses of the VEDS data will be used in 
Congressional deliberations on the rej^uthorization 
of the Vocational Education Act during 1980-81. 
The data will form the primary basis for the' Com- 
missioner's Annual Reports on vocational educa- 
tion, which are scheduled for July 1 of each year. It 
is expected that data accumulated through the VEDS 
system, along with other NCES data bases, will per- 
mit NCES to make special ad hoc analyse^ and re- 
ports in response to inquiries and requests from a 
variety of decisionmakers in vocational education. 

Noncollegiate Postsecondary School 
Training 

Nearly 8.000 public and private postsecondary 
career schools provide job training in hundreds of 
fields. Their significance is reflected in their enroll- 
ment of almost 2 million students a year. Nearly 90 
percent of the schools are proprietary (for profit) 
and enroll 75 percent of the students. In the early 
1970's, NCES began a seriesof surveys to learn more 
Bbout these schools, their programs and their stu- 
dents. This series complements NCES survey pro- 
ems for* colleges and universities and for VEDS. 
In alternate years, NCES surveys these schools 
to ascertain enrollments, programs and other infor- 
lilation. Schoot-identifying information is published 
in a directory of postsecondary schools. A repre- 
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sentativc sample of schools is used to develop na- 
tional estimates of average charges, length of a pro- 
gram /and the number of conipleters and leavers, by 
occupational program » 

Schools that offer correspondence programs are 
also surveyed to provide information on vocational 
training available to persons who are home-bound 
by reason of family responsibilities or geographic 
location, or who prefer to study on a more flexiblt 
schecMe, 

Paralleling the biennial school survey is a series 
"oT sTudies (5f the ^ludems tn these schDofer. A m- 
tionally representative sample of students is used to 
collect demographic information. It is also used to 
learn the students' education and work history, in- 
formation on their current program, and plans for 
future education ^nd work. 

A schedule of these surveys of noncoJIegiate 
schools and students is presented at the end of this 
chapter. 

Surveys , 



Charactf risfks of ' 

DODCOlltglltC \ 

poftMCondary 
KhooM: >i 

name, address, county, telephone number; 
enrollment; control and type of seh(><>l; programs 
offered; accreditation; and eligibility for Federal 
. V / programs. (Biennial) 



Programs and 
enroHmenU in 
noacollefiiitt 
poftaccondary 
Khoob: 



full- and*pari-time enrollments of men and 
women, completions artd earfy leavers^ by sex; 
length of program; average changes; and full- arid 
part-time staff, by sex and assignmenf. (Biennial) 



Voaitkmal • 
education throu|h 
home stiidy: 



Characterlstici of 
students in 
noncollefiate 
pofltsecondarv 
schools: 



age. sex, and race/ethnic group; highest 
educational level; high school and work 
experience; reasons for selecting program and 
sch^?^^education and work plans; and parents, 
occupation and educational level. (Biennial) 

Documented computer tapes f6r tht I976'*Sind 1978 
survey of schools and for the 1977 and 1979 survey of 
fttud«nU are available for &alc. the tape for the 1980 
survty of schools will he available in mid-summer 

1980, 



Plans 

A number of agencies, organizations, and key in- 
dividuals play important roles in developing the di- 
mensions and characteristics of the NCES vocational 
education data program. Th6y are involved in plan- 
ning meetings on individual projects arid they par- 
ticipate in the extensive consultations whicli char- 
acterized the development of the VEDS. program. 
In all of these contacts, emphasis is placed upon the 
need to develop better information on job training 
activities and participants. The purpose is to aidl ha- 
tional employment planning and to improve career 
guidance given to students and other adults. 

Plans for the biennial noncollegiate postsecondary 
surveys of schools and students and the survey of 
students is scheduled for 1981 and 1983. 



r\Bnie and address; cnrolln[)ents and completions; |^ 

length of program; average charges; residential 
requirements; and full- 9nd part-time staff, .by sex 
' and assignment. (Biennial) 



Selected Publications 

Aduit and Continuing Educatioa^ Colleges and 

Universities (Early Release) 
Identification of Issues m Aduk Education (Paper) 
Participation in Adult Education (Preliminary) 
Programs and Enrollments in Noncollegiare Post- 

secondary Schools (Biennial) 
Women in Vocational Education 
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Adult and Vocational Education Surveys 



Surveys 



Y^ar of data collection 



1978 



1979 



1980 



1981 



Adttll location ™ - 

Participation in adult education 

Noncredit adult education in colleges and universities 

Adult education through home study 

Adult education in community organizations ^ 

Adult education in free universities and learning centers 

. Adult education in nonschools 
Vocational Education 

Vocational education data system-Enrollment, staff, 
finances 0 

Vocational education data system - Student follow-up * 

Vocational education data system Employer follow-up 

"Gh ar ac t e ristics <>f noncolle^ate-postsecomlaiy_schaols 



Programs ^nd enrollments in noncollegiate postsfec- 
ondary schools . 

Vocational education through home study 

Characteristics 6f students in noncollegiate postsec- 
ondary schools 

— ^ — — — ; ■-. 



□ 
□ 



a 



□ 
□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 
□ 



□ 

a 
□ 



□ 
□ 



□ 



□ 
□ 



1982 



□ 



□ 



□ 

□ 
□ 

□ d 



□ 
□ 

□ 




The 1970's ushered in rtew and enlarged Federal 

came a shift in emphasis from the needs of institu- 
tionj^ to the needs of students. The advent of pro- 
grams to deal with these needs made it increasingly 
clear that data merely describing inputs to the ed- 
ucational process were not enough. To develop an 
understanding of the transition from school to 
^ork— and of the factors contributing to the demand 
for pofttMcondary education— gd^tyation policy an- 
alysts needed to examine the process ijiw*. StudFes 
began to suggest that the economic value of a college 
education had decliqed. That finding alerted poli- 
cymakers to the possibility that higher education 
enrollments might also decHne and avenues of social 
mobility might narrow. 

The National Lx)ngitudinal Studies program was 
launched to provide ongoing, descriptive infornia- 
tion about.what was happening so'that intervening 
processes could be studied. To do so requires the 
periodic examination of educational and occupa- 
tional attainment/ aspirations, attitudes and moti- 
^tions during the pivota! years immediately follow- 
ing high school. With extensive qi|estioning over 
succeeding years, longitudinal studies make long- 
range comparisons between what individuals expect 
and what actually occurs. In this way, the study is 
critical to understanding the processes by which ed- 
ucation leads' individuals to develop their abilities 
and their roles in society. 

NCES is conducting two longitudinal surveys. The 
first covers the high school senior class of 1972. The 
?pcond— knowojas High Schbol and Beyond— covers 
both the soph(i™ore and senior classes of 1980. . ^ 

The Hi^ School diass of 
1972 

; study began in the spring of 1972. From each 
sch6#include<i^in the sample and agreeing to j>ar- 
ticipatie, a randbm sample of 18 seniors was selected 
to take part. In order to conduct intensive studies 
t>i disadvantaged students,>NCES' selected more 
schools in low income.areas\and schools with signify 



National Longitudinal 

Studies 



icant minority enrollment?— a reflection of the in- 

creased EfidMaJ cpncejn^ lor student neeck 

school records, the survey obtained data for each 
senibr on liigh school curriculum, credit hours in 
major courses, grade-point average, standardized 
test scores and related information In ^11, over 
21,000 seniors in 1,200 public and nonpublic schools 
took tests and completed questionnaires about them- 
selves and their plans for the future. 

Young people's success in making the transition 
from high school vaiie?renormousl>%~forTcasons that 
are only partially understood. Some cling to de- 
pendency; others move into self-determination 
smoothly and completely. The followup surveys- 
conducted in 1973, 1974, 1976 and 1979~were de- 
signed to outline the various paths young people 
have taken in attempting the transition. Uj>ing ques- 
tionnaires and personal interviews, these surveys 
charted work and postsecondary school experiences^ 
marriage and family events, community activities, , 
attitudes and aspirations. Such information has 
prpven essential to those who trace the vital options 
and decisions of youth at fhis stage of the life cycle. 

Findings 

The analytical results confirm previous research 
findings that high school programs appear to have 
little impact on the success of graduates in the labor 
market. Bfy comparison, family income, socioeco- 
nomic status ahd ability measurably affect student 
success, although ability alone is slightly less impi>r- 
tant. Analysis of replies to other questions also re- 
vealed some interesting findings. For example, over 
half the graduates initially indicated they would. like 
MO be professional or technical workers. Two and 
one-half years later, this proportion hadn't changed 
hiuch; half still expected to be doing professional or 
technical work when. they were 30 years old. Yet, 
the outlook for this hope dim. In 1985, when many 
of these graduates will be 30, the U.S. Department 
of Labor estimates that only one-sixth of the labor 
force will be professional and technical workers. 
Cleariy, a substantial proportion of the graduates^ 
will not achieve their goals. In fact, many students 
already appear to fa|l short of thejr own expectations 
by a considerable degree. 



High School and Beyond 



Data Use^ and Plans 

Increasingly, the va^uo of the NLS data tor in- 
vestigating pohcy issues has been demonstrated by 
its use; The-Ct>ngrc«,sr Federal executivv^ ttgencics, 
education institutions, and private researchers have 
all tapped NLS data. The CQngre^sipnid Bud^^^^ 
Office, for example, turned to these data to develop 
a model for tax credit costs and costs of other finan- 
cial aid source^. The U.S. Office of Education uvcd 
these data to report on the effectiveness of vocational 
education programs. And the American Association 
of Collegiate Registrars and Admfssions Officers re- 
quested NLS data to study attrition from institutions 
of higher education. 

To assure the policy relevance of questionnaire 
items, preparing for each followup data collection 
involves consulting and interactirig with Federal ed- 
ucation agencies^ the Congressional Budget Office, 
and the Department of Labor staff. NCES holds 

periodic planning conferences t_o solicit t he vie ws and 

advice of representatives of State education agen- 
cies, educational^ leader^ and researchers in institu- 
tions of higher education. 

The survey schedule is listed in the table at the 
end of this chapter. 

Surveys 



BMe-ycar survey 
(spHng 1972): 

age, sex, racial/ethnic background, religion, 
physical handicap; socioeconomic status of fainily 
and community; school characteristics; future 
educational and work plans; test scores: school 
cxpcricnce?kchiH>l performance; work stiitus: 
work performance and satisfaivtion, 

Followup furvcys 
(faU 197^ 1974, 
1976, and 1979); , 

age, sex, marital status, community 
characteristic^; educational and work plans; 
educational Mtainment; work hi^j^tory; attitudes 
and opinions; postsecondary school and prograni 
characteristics^ grade average; credits earned; type 
of financial assistance for postsecondary 
education. The fall 1974 and subsequent followup 
surveys requested information on political 
^ activities. The fall 1976 survey also^began 

collecting information on opinions relating to ^ex 
and race bias.^h further included student rating of 
* high school and postsecondary school attainment. 

Overall response to each of the first three 
followups was 9() percent. 

The currently available data file coiiilsif of ba«e-year, 
flrtti Ncond and third followup furvey data whkh are 
avalUMc fbr sale at a let of computer tapes. Various 
' analytical and detciiptlve reports are abo available. 



■ "3 

ERIC 



Since NCKS began its longitiuiinal study ot the 
1972 senior class, new issues have arisen in eciuca- 
. tk>n . . Declining icsLscores^^n^^ miniinum competency 
testing, for example, are causing concern among 
parents and educators alike. So is the rate at which 
many students drop but hef()re gradu<Uion . Increased 
opportunities in vocational education are opening 
new vistas for youths concerned about their futures. 
And, concern for access to postsecondary and voca- 
tional education has brought a sharper focus on the 
education experience of Hispanic youihs. 

To examine these issues, NCHS has initiated a 
second longitudinal study, High School and Beyond, 
to complement the first. The new survey, in part, 
covers the high school class of 1980. By «;eeking the 
same types of data the first study has gathered, the 
second will allow a d<^tailed comparison of the two 
senior classes and an assessment of the changes and 
problems that have arisen since 1972. However, the 
se^o n^ study'dFFfe fs f rd m l^iC "first in two >ji gn if ican^ 
ways. First, it addresses many new elements in the 
educational process. And second, it extends to the 
sophomores of 1980 as well as the seniors. 

Presently, the initial study is laying the ground- 
work for comparKon. It recorded the economic and 
social conditions surrounding high school seniors in 
1972 and, within that context, their hopes and plans. 
It has since been measuring the outcomes while also 
observing the intervening processes. High School 
and Beyond will allow researchers to monitor changes 
by retaining the same goals: measuring the economic 
returns of postsecondary education, exartlining act 
cess to postsecc^ndary education for minorities, de- 
lineating the needfor financial aid, etc. By ultimately 
comparing the results of the two studies, researchers 
can determine how hopes, plans and outcomes differ 
in response to changing conditions — or remain the 
same despite such changes. 

The additional concerns of the new study encom- 
pass issues which have surfaced since the original 
study began. How has the increased availability of 
student financial ai^d altered student plans for further 
education? How aje these plans affected by parents' 
income and education? Has the financial squeeze on 
middle-income families altered their attitude toward 
postsecondary education? These questions, as well 
as concern about declining test scores, youth un- 
employment and bilingual education, will be ad- 
dressed, along with a host of others. 

The presence of sophomores in the new study will 
open up fresh areas of inquiry. For example, re-' 
searchers can study more completely the process by 
whidh students choose and work toward their goals. 
Attempts can be made to discover the shortcomings 



of the educational pWess and perhaps formulate 
ways to overcome the resulting dropout problem. In 
the ehd, there will emerge a more comprehensive 
picture of the high school experience a^^ii its impact 
on students. 



1980 lophomorti 
and tenlors (b***- 
yetr «irvey, 
FebniarY I9m\: 
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Data Sources „ . : 

X 

The study design of High School and Beyd'^ calls 
for a considerably larger initial national sampl|^ than 
the earlier study. About 36,Q(X) jsophomores ai\d M 
. many seniors from appro^Htpatfely 1,100 public and 
nonpublic schools will b^ asked to participate. A 
random sample of 36 sophomores and 36 seniors are 
to be chosen from each cooperating school. Black 
and Hispanic students will' be represented by a larger 
portion than their percentage of the total population 
to allow for later in-depth studies of their education 
experience. 

The base-year survey includes teacher observa- 
tions^* school questionnaire, and a questionnaire 
ancfseries of cognitive tests for each group studied. 
An additional questionnaire will be administered to 
a sample of parents of the senior class. The student 
questionnaire focuses on individual and family back- 
ground, high school experiences and future plans. 
The tests measure verbal and quantitative ability. 
Those for sophomores also include brief achieve- 
ment measures in science, writing arid civics. Tests 
for seniors include abstract reasoning ^nd other non- 
verbal abilitidfe. The parent questionnaire will elicit 
information about how family attitudes and financial 
planning affect educational goals. Each school has 
been asked to provide information about enrollment, 
staff, educational programs, facilities and services, 
dropout rate, and special programs for handicapped 
and disadvantaged students. 

To find out how the students' plans have worked 
out or changed, subsamples of the base-year students 
will be asked to complete followup questionnaires 
at approximately 3-year intervals over the next dec- 
ade, In addition, the 1980 sophomores sampled wljl 
be resurveycd in their senior year, at which, time it 
will be possible to study significant changes taking 
vj^lacc during the final 2 years of high school, as well 
as to obtain data— at the critical point, shortly before 
ograduation— on caqh student's plans for the future. 
Another important part of the plan is to use the 
sophomore data base to follow up those students 
who 4rop out of high school. In brief. High School 
and Beyond will provide current information 
throughout the 1980's on the education^, voca- 
tional, and personal development of young people 
99 they move from high school into adult life. The 
information .co^^ectcd in the base-year is as follows: 



«igc. sex. fticiiil/clhnic backgrouiuK rehgion; 
siKiiHrconoiniCsSiaUis of family and communily; 

schtH)! experiences, icsi scores; schiH)! 
performance, schcx)! characteristics und leachcr 
observations; future educational plans: family 
status and orientations: work experience and 

T a fisfali u>nT TulQ occupatrunaf r r*««* ^ 

a|id at)ility to finance ptistsccondary education. 



Data Uses 



Many of the uses for High School and Beyond 
■ have been mentioned Its widened scope is expected"^ 
to generate even more interest than its predecessor, 
particularly in the areas of State and local policy. 
The survey is designed t9 enable State planners to 
obtain State estimates by agreeing to augment and 
finance expansion of the sample. In addition. States 
may add their own questions to provide specific in- 
formation that is particularly relevant to their policy, 
program and budget needs. ^ 

Design of the High School and Beyond study has 
been greatly enhanced by the policy analysts in and 
out of government who have used data from the 1972 
study. As part of the conceptual design activity in 
preparation for the base year, a large number of 
groups with interest in secondary and postsecondary 
education were consulted concerning the general 
design and specific questions in the instruments. In 
addition, an ongoing Committee of Fe^deral Users 
of the National Longitudinal Studies Program has 
participated in the design, development and analysis 
of the 1972 study as well as the design and planned 
outcomes of High School and Beyond. The planned 
survey schedule follows. 

Selected Publications 

Attrition From College: The Class of 1972 Two and 
One-Half Years After High School Graduation 

A Capsule Description of Young Adults Four and 
One-Half Years After High School 

Distribution and Packaging of Student Financial Aid 

The Influence of High School Racial Composition 

- on Black College Attendance and Achievement 
Test Perforniaftce 

The Relationship Between Participation in Mathe- 
matics at the High SCllOpI Level and Entry Into 
Quantitative Fields — Results Frbm the National 
Longitudinal Study (Bulletin) .r\ 

Transfer Students in Institutions of Higher Educa- 
tion 

Withdraw^f rom Institutions of Higher Education 
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5,9 



23 



Women Who Enter Male-Dominated Fields of Study 
in Higher Education 

Review and Annotation of Study Reports 

Third Follow-Up Survey Composite Variables . 

An Empirical Investigation of Alternate Item Non- 
response Adjustment Procedures 



Concept of the Quality of Life, and C hanging At 

titudes Two anJ One-Half Years After High 

School Graduation 
Hxjperiences of Recent High School Ciraduaieii: 1 he 

Transition to Work and Postsecondary Education 

(Published by Lexington Books) 
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National Longitudinal Studies 





Year of data collectii'^M 

« . _ _ — — ■ 1 - - -- ■ 


Surveys ^ 


Spring 


Fall 




Spring 






1972 


1973 


1974 


1976 


1979 


1980 


^ 1982 


1984 





















High School aass of 1972 • Seniors 

Base Year 

Year one followup 

Year two followup 

Year four foUoNVup ^ 

Year seven followup 

Hi^ School and Beyond - Sophomores 
and Seniors, 1980 

Base Year 

Year two followup 

Year four^followup 



□ 



□ 



V 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 




Libraries and museums play a large role if!) edvi- 

- eating- p^eple^ ai^^im 
years, educational tele vision hat jidded its own 
unique qualities to that role. But all three of these 
resources have been challenged by an explosion oV 

.informatioru compounded by » revolution in tech- 
nology. In addition, more and more people have 
come to rely on these resources as means for cultural 
enrichment and as sources of tniformation with which 
to manage their lives. 

,Tlie 'Federal fole in meeting these challenges cen- 
ters dn several concerns. All involve, funding and 
program guidance— how much is needed and where 
it should go. Policymakers must decide which servr 
ices need the most support, which serve the greatest 
number of people, and which people need4hem 
more. Decisions must be made dn how various in- 
formatioli resources can be combined to serve sev- 
eral purposes. What innovations in management and 
technology can be used to Increase accessibility to 
available resources? For resource planners to ad- 
dress these questions^ they need iQirrent, wide rang- 
ing data. 

NCES meets this need by working primarily wilh 
the Office of Libraries and Learning Resources, the 
Corporatimi for Public Broadcasting, and the^lnsti- 
tute for Museum Services to provide basic data and 
determine how data collection can help solve re- 
source problems. Moreover, the Center has deep- 
ened and broadened its own program of reporting 
statistics on learning resources. Whileit will continue 
to provide basic data on libraries, NCES will lengthen 
the time span between basic surveys. This will permit 
new surveys to be conducted in areas of emerging 
'Concern — areas such m librbry consortia and net- 
worlj^, library users land research libraries. Collect- 
ing and rc^rtihg information on the use of /educa- 
tional television in elementary and secondary scl>ools 
is being extended to higher ^ducatjon/the Center 
is also coiiducting benchmark surveys of museums 
to assist the Institute of Museum Services. 



Libraries 



Learning Resources 

House Conference on Libraries and Information 
Services. The conference called for the development 
j)f a nation al information policy to ensure broad pro- 
vision of infopnation through shared resourceti. The 
conference alio sought to assure that special gn)up$ 
in the populaVpn (children, the aged, the home- 
bound, minorities and jthe handicapped) have access 
to all libraries and information services. 

Library General Information Survey 

the Federal government has collected and re- 
ported statistics on academic and public libraries for 
over 100 years and for schOi>l libraries for about half 
that time. In the early 1970*s. NCES applied the u$e 
of standard terminology (identical terms and con- 
cepts) to describe all libraries so that a systematic 
survey system providing comparable data for all li- 
braries could be established. The Library General 
Information Survey was initiated to acquire data 
over a 5- to 6-year period on^ staff, collections and 
holdings, services, cooperative interlibrary arrange- 
ments, facilities, ^nd expenditures ^r the^various v 
types of libraries. These inventories have for the 
most part been completed and are periodically up- 
dated. 

Surveys 



Library 
manpower: 



PuMk 
llbraHet: 



The vital toTc of libraries in. 
and information was underscoi 



roviding knowledge 
1 by the 1979 White 



staffing patterns for all types of l^raries; number, 
full>time equivalent, sex and distribution of 
professional, paraprofessional, (;lerical and other 
s^^ff categories in staff positions; Job functions, 
education and training; entry level requirements, 
changes in manpower requirem<;pts and hiring 
patterns (educational experience, related fields); 
emerging occupations, job supply, positions filled 
and vacant personn'bl sources; factors effecting 
employment changes; and projections of staffing 
heeds for a decade. (Periodic) 



n^me, address and telephone number; number 
and type of units (central, bn^hes, 
bookmobiles); number of full- and part-time 
professional staff, by sex and earned degrt^; 



V 



number of full- and piurt-Unic nonproicssional 
staff; number of unfilled budgeted pi)sitiohs; 
library revenues and cxpcndiiurcs by source; luuk 
and media collcchons; circuln^ion and intci library 
loans; hours and days of service; and facilities. 

(Quadrennial) 



bibliographies, transactions); automated functions; 

expenditures for automation; rating 
expenditure!; staff by (iS ra'ting and sex; unfilled 
budgctVd |K)si(i(>ns, facilities, and consoitia, 
netwoncs and/or CiH)|>erativc arrangeiAents. 

(Occasional) 



rubUcUbcwy 



name, addres^s and telephone number, range of 
materials available (books, media, equipment); 
community, advisory, instruction^! and cultural 

/services; f acilities; mechanism for delivery' of 
materials and services; groups for whom library 
provides services; and size of population in 
community. (One-time) 



School Hbrary 
media centcn 
(pttbUc and non- 



name, address and telephone iiumber; enrollment; 

number of classroom teachers; grade span; 
number of certified library/mbdia staff, by sex and 
earned degree; number of noncertified staff; boi>k 
and media coUectlons; circulation and interlibrary 
loan transactions; houfi and days of service ;- 
facilities; and cxpenditujpi. by source. 

(Ouadrennial) 



ttitlvmity 
Hbrarics: 



\ 



name, address, and telephone number; number 

Td ^tari^ of full- and part-time staff, by sex and 
position; circulation and interlibrary loan 
transactions; book and media collections; hours 
and days of service; operating expenditures by 
source; and revenue from Federal grants. 

(Biennial) 



^Spcciall 



lUbraiieiK- 
.atlfctcd rcacaixh > 
Ubiwkt: 



( 



name, address^ and tele|:)^one number; name and 
address of company/organization primarily served, 
reference, interlibrary loan and other transactions; 
hours and days of service; public access; operating 
expenditures; revenue from Federal grants; full- 
: and part-time professional staff; library materials, 
by field; number and type of items in collection^ 
' celUclion catfttogs; and cooperative arrangements 
with other organizations. (One-time) 



SptcialMbraHe*-^ 

'(OV^rilllNIlt* 



naihe, address, dnd^ telephone number; type of 
library; number aiid type of units (central, 
branches* bookmobiles); classification system;, 
book difid media collections;. circulatioti, and 
interlibrary loan transactions; hours artd days of 
serviop; oXMr services (documents depository. 



Special libraries- 
State fovtrnmcnt: 

name, address, person to contact; numl>cr and 
types of units (central, branches); type of library; 

name of agency of which this library is a part; 
public access; number of fulKjnd part-time staff, 
by sex and position; library revenues and 
expenditures, by source; library collection'; loan 
transactions and use; photiKopying, reference and 
directional transactions; hours and days of service; 
facilities; classification system used for new 
aquisitions; and participation in cooperative 
arrangements and/or networks. (Occasional) 



Special llbmrtes — 

State agencies: f 

name, address, person to contact; principal 
administrator of state library agency; state library 
agency governance; state library agency's 
administration; receipts by sources; number ai 
fwll- and part-time staff, by sex and position and 
\>y type of service; unfilled budgeted positions; 
total collection; use of collection; interlibrary 
floan^; hours and days of service; public service 
jtlets; facilities. Statewide specialized services, 
activities and functions. (Occasional) 



Special libraries— 
Commerce and 
tnduilry: 

name, address, and telephone number; person in 
charge of library; name and addressK>f company/ 
organization primarify sierved; byJk and media 
collections; nul|ber of full* and part-time staff; 
public access; ahd hours of service, estimated 
percent of books and periodicals related to health 
sciences. (Quadrennial) 

LIbary conaohliif^ \ 
coopemlivet and 
networks: ^ 

name, address,' organizational structure; number 
of full- and part-time paid and non-paid staff; 
source of funds; types of expenditure; major 
services and activities;^computer and other 
automated support activities' (Occasional) 

' TaoM for recently completed library sarv^s^ 

IncMIIng academic, public, and public achools 
llbtaHes, will be available for sale in 1980. 



Dkta Uses 

^sterday*s librarian would not recognize today's 
libriries. The new demands placed on them have 



caused them to become veritable brokers for many 
types of information. Librarians have passed from 
their old role as "keeper of the btK)ks" to the more 
complex job of information specialist. Library facil- 
ities and training have changed accordingly. 

With these expanding functions has come a fund- 
ing crunch. At a time when circulation continues to 
glow and demand for other services is rising, library 
expenditures are not keeping pace. With inflation 
adding its impact, the outlook for libraries is uncer- 
_taiDu„ '. : .. ... .. 

Resource planners therefore monitor the situation 
regularly. The NCES data file on libraries was de- 
veloped to aid planners as they study changing func- 
tions, maqpower needs and funding. The file can 
help establish library standards and determine as- 
sistance needs. It is also vital for allocating resources, 
accrediting institutions and supporting policy anal- 
yses. More specifically, library statistics are used at 
the State and local level for establishing standards 
for facilities and services, and by the Office of Li- 
braries and Learning Resources (OLLR) for deter- 
mining needs for Federal assistance among public, 
schoQl, academic and i^search libraries. Library sta- 
tistics also are used in accrediting academic institu- 
tions, in planning and developing new facilities, and 
by the private sector in determining directions and 
demands for new material. The library manpower 
survey which NCES and OLLR are sponsoring in 
1980 will provide data to project the trends of futwre 
supply and demand for library personnel into the 
1990's. 

* 

Plans 

To map out its programrNCES coordinates and 
cooperates closely with the OLLR, the National 
Commission on Libraries and Infor)nation Sciences, 
the Chi«f Officers of State Library Agencies, and 
other associations of academic, public, special and 
Federal libraries. In addition, NCES works, with the 
American Library Association's ten statistics com- 
mittees (with a membership of more than 100). The 
program priorities and-the frequency of survey cycles 
are developed in consultation with these groups (see 
table at the end of this chapter). 

In 1980, NCES will conduct the survey of library 
manpower, nonpublic school library media centers, 
and public and academic libraries. NCES will also 
provide baselind information from its survey of li- 
brary consortia, cooperatives and networks. This ifi- 
fonriation will cover the organizational structure, 
staffing, resources, services ahd use of automation 
in\ these resource-sharing entities. These data on re- 
80t^i^ sharing, as w6ll as the pr6jected survey of 
library users, respond to new demands for data 



underscored by the aforementioned White Mhuse 
ConfcreiKC on Libraries and Information Services. 



Educational Technology/ 
Broadcasting 

Television and other communication technologies 
have permeated our culture. And though our famil- 
iarity with these technologies rests mainly in the liv- 
ing rooniTV s^et their p6fva<itve use is not Testricted 
to our homes. In th^ last 10 years, television, com- 
puters, radios, video-tape machines and other tech- 
nologies have emerged as dominant forces in edu- 
cation. 

Since 1970, NCES and the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting (CPB) have jointly sponsored ^ statis- 
tical program to collect, analyze and disseminate in- 
formation on television, radio and related educa- 
tional technologies. The NCES/CPB data base includes 
studies on^ the availability and use of television and 
other communication technologies in elementary, 
secondary and higher education. 



Surveys 

Ediicattonal 
technolofy/ 
brottdcaitini — 
elementury and 
fccondaty: 



district, schix)! 4t)d teacher background- 
characteristics; preparation and training in use of 
instructional television (ITV); availability, 
utilization, administrative and financial support 
for ITV; conditions affecting use of iTV; and 
attitudes towards ITV. (Quadrennial) 



technology/ 
^ broMtewtinf— * % 
hl0ier education: 

instruction, facility and background 
characteristics; conditions under which ITV and 
other technologies are util^ed; available 
equiptfient and materials; facuhy and student use 
of ITV and radio; percentage of course hours 
using ITV; institutional arrangements for ITV use; 
administration, faculty and student attitudes 
towards ITV and radio; and perceived barriers 
tovfl'ard ITV and radio use. (Quadrennial) 

A tape of the elementary and secondary school ITV 
utilisation study is availabk for sale. 



Data Uses and Plans 

The elementary and secondary study was initially 
c(>nducted in ^977 and was based upon a represent- 
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ative sample of school districts, schools and teachers. 
The survey will be conducted again in 1981. The 
first-phase survey of the higher education study, 
completed in 1979, ^vas a census of colleges ahd 
universities. A second, more comprehensive survey, 
based on a representative sample of institutions, fac- 
ulty ^f\d students, will be completed in spring 198(). 
The study is planned to be repeated in 1984. 

The data collected from these studies are used by 
the Office of Libraries and Learning Retources, the 
National Institute for Education, the Corporation 
~tor~Publ!CiBn3adcasting and the public broadcasting 
cominuhityf^ data hefp these 

groups plan, implemetit and administer television 
and r^dio budgets and programing. 

To establish priorities for data collection, NCES 
and CPB work closely with key leaders and associ- 
ations hi the fields of elementary, secondary and 
higher education. Each^study requires endorsements 
from such major organizations as the Council of 
Chief State School Officers, the National Education 
Association, the Association of American Colleges 
arifi Universities, the American Association of Com- 
* munity ana Junior Colleges, and similar groups. 
These associations, as well as key Federal agencies, 
advise and help NCES £t^d CPB to develop their 
data collection and analysed activities. (A table de- 
scribing the planned program is at the end of this 
chapter.) \ 

Museums 

Miiseum attendance hasi been climbing rapidly 
overnhe past decade. Attracted by new kinds of 
exhibit$^ncl diverse educational!programs, museums 
have cojne of age as teaching centers for adults and 
children. However, with increasing demands have 
come escalating eosts without corresponding in- 
creases in fundt. : 

In 1976^ the Congn^ established the Institute for 
Mu^um Services (IMS) to provide assistance to 
museumis.\^Subsequently, NCES began to conduct 
basic surveys to assist IMS in program planning. 

Data Uses / 

To establish the universe of museums, NCES' first 
step was to survey the varieties of museums — those 
for art/children, history, and natural history, as well 
as botanical gdrdens, nature centers, plahetariums, 
aquariums, scienCe*technology centers and zoologi* 
cal parks. The universe survey is used to determine 
which institutions are eligible for IMS funds and is 
the basis, for selecting a sample for the survey of 
museum prt)grams currently underway. The survey. 



in addition to providing current information on mu- 
seum programs, will provide data on collections, 
exhibits, staff and funding. 

Surveys 



Muwum 
unlveme: 



Muieum 
profnuns: 



Flnandnf 
mairuint: 



name, address, and telephone number; periton in 
charge of museum; control of institution; type of 
sniititution; year chartered; number of employee^; 
weeks open per year, annual attendance; and 
current pperalinj;^ ex 



name, address, and telephone number; name of 
person completing the form; purpose" and 
governing authority; collections and exhibitions; 
conservation/protection; education and public 
programs; accessibility and attendance; number of 
full- and part-time staff; salary ranges of full-time 
employees;/<}perating income by source; range of 
assets in endowment fund; total capital 
expendit^ires; estimation of percentage of 
operating expenditulrs.4j^^^'l^u^c^ among various 
areas of institution; secumyKf'^^'''^'^^* impact 

of inflation. (Periodic) 



name, address; amount of increase or decrease in 
corporation giving; effect of declining market 
value of stock and other holdings; impact of 
Federal funding on (a) Special project support, 
(b) Challenge grant support, (c) Federal funds for 
' \ program development, (d) General operating 
\ support, and (e) other support available via 
/ Federal funding such as construction,' energy 
yix)nservation, personnel; municipal support — its 
/ form, type, and the percentages in relation to 
/ cWerall operating budget; and trends of si^^port 
^ from the States. (One time) 



A computer tape of the mi 




m iiniverte k available 
for tak. 



The museum surveys which NCES is^conducting 
for IMS reflect the needs of the National Museum 
Services Board, which established the basic program 
policies and regulations for IMS. 



Plans 

lnl981 , NCES will study museum funding sources 
and how much each source contributes to museum 
operating budgets. The planned program is indicated 
in the following table, , / 
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Selected Publications 

Availability and Use of Television and Radio in Colleges Library Operations Statistics Handbook 

and Universities (Jointly with CPB) Survey of St«te Library Agencies (Paper) , 

Federal Library Survey (Jointly with the Library of Usqs of Television for Instruction in Elementary and 
Congress) t , Secondary Education (Jointly with CPB) 

Learning Resources Surveys 



1 


Year of data collection 


Stnveys"' " ' 




IT TTf 




T"oT 




- 


Library 


4 ^ 






• 






Library manpower 






□ 


/ 






Public libraries 


□ 








□ 




Public library users 








□ 






Public school library media centers 


a 








a 




Non-public school library media centers 






□ 




□ 


of 


College and university libraries 




a 




□ 




Special libraries: selected research libraries 








□ 






Special libraries - Federal government ' 


PI 
U 










n 

LJ 


Special libraries * State government 














Special libraries - State agencies 


□ 










□ 


opeciai iiDranes - commerce ana muus^iry 








n 








□ 










^% 

U 


EducatiQnal Technology/ Broadcasting 












• 


Educational broadcasting/technology: elementary and 
, secondary ' 

r 

Educational broadcasting/technology: higher education 


> 


□ 




D 
□ 




Museums . ^ 


V' 

□ 












Museum" universe 






a 






Museum programs . 




0 






J. 

\ 




Financing museums 








□ 






Statistical 
Methodology 



Quality control and tiKhrtOtOgicat improvement 
arevttaitoNCE S in il^^^e^s^neoHhe^^rve^neritl 
T^urposc statistical agencies in the United States gov- 
ernment. NCES has the principal responsibility in 
the Department of Education for advising on all sta- 
tistical matters relating to present and proposed pro- 
grams and policies of the Department. The Center 
provides technical assiiitance and support to the De- 
partment and works closely with othefr collectors of 
social statistics to Improve state-of-the-art data coh 
lection and analyses and the quality of available ed- 
ucation statistics. 

To develop dnd implement techniques for im- 
proving the quality/ usefulness and timeliness of 
NCES data, NCES established the Office of Re- 
search and Analysis (OR A) as the focal point for its 
activities in the areas of quality ^issessment, jneth-^ 
odological research, and technical consultation. The 
work of the office is directed by the Assistant Ad- 
ministrator for Research and Analysis, appointed )n 
January 1979. ( ' 

Quality Assessment 

As a step toward improving the quality of its data, 
NCES is conducting a series of validSftion and quality 
assessment studies. The study results are provided 
to data users to indicate both the reliability and the 
limitations of the d»ta they are using. Further, the 
studies provide a basis for determining where meth- 
odological improvements are needed. Validation 
studies of the higher education fall enrollment and 
earned degrees surveys have been completed. Stud- 
ies of the higher education finance and faculty sur- 
veys are being conducted in FY 1980. Validation 
studies of noncoHegiatc postsecondary schools and 
public libraries arc planned for FY 1981. Aiquality 
assessment study for the national vocational edu- 
cation data system is being conducted in FY 198(K 
81. 

NCES has also conducted an a posteriori study 
to remove bias from estimates of limited English 
proficieiit children of non-English language back- 
grounds. The study has strengthened the existing 
data and provided design improvements for future 
surveys. 

3,9 



Methodological Research 



. - Quality assessmQOl actiyiiies supplerhented by 
methodological research and application. This pro- 
gram undertakes taxonomic research, develops ed- 
ucational indicators and incorporates neW techniques 
into NCES practice. 

Taxonomic research on institutions of higher ed- 
ucation is being conducted to develop, recommen- 
dations for a new classification structure. This struc- 
ture will increase the analytical utility of existing data 
bases and will serve as a useful sampling stratification 
strategy. 

Another major activity is research iiito the critical 
problem which arises in survey data when some of 
the responses are missing or incomplete. NCBS has 
been developing procedures for imputing missing 
data. These procedures will apply to all NCES sur- 
veys and will be useful to survey research in general. 
The methodology has been used in the NCES private 
school survey and in the instructional TV survey of 
ielementary-secondary eduqation. Similar tech- 
niques, with/general application, will be developtd 
in the areas of data bas? linkage and analytic models. 

Considerable effort has l>een devoted to. devel- 
oping statistical indicators which assess status and 
measure change in social phenomena— be they re- 
lated to groups of individuals or institutions. Thus 
far, NCES^^ort to study indicators has been fo- 
cused on the ei&ucational status of minorities and the 
financial status \f institutions of higher education. 
In the future, NCES will expand its efforts in higher 
education indicators to look at institutional viability, 
This will be studied in terms of personnel; physical 
facilities, and student demand for educational serv- 
ices, as well as the role that institutions play in meet- 
ing Federal goals for higher education. Work in 
equal education opportunity will address the benefits 
of formal education for various minority groups and 
women. Additionaliy, NCES will expand its indi- 
cator efforts to encompass educational needs of 
scnool districts. It will do this by developing new 
approaches to assessing fiscal capacity and by de- 
veloping methods for measuring this cost of services 
to special target populations. 

The successful use of a scientifically developed 
sample of colleges and universiti|?s enabled NCES 
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to publish preliminary estimates ot fall enrollment 
16 days after the data were due from institutions. 
This sample is being incorporated into the tali en- 
rollment survey design. 

^Technical Consultation 

Other activities of the office include technical con- 
sultation and standards development, NCHS pro- 
vides technical consultation and supp<)rt to the var- 
ious^arts o^f NCES and the Department oj Education, 
particiUarTy m meth- 
tKkrfogy. In ijdditfon^lo consultation with individual 
project officers and communication on technical 
matters with the statistical community, ORA spon- 
sofs statistical seminars, promotes presentation of 
• technical papers at major professional meetings, and 
is responsible for developing training plans for future 
professional staff development. 



Finally, NCHS is placing considerable emphasis 
on the developnient of statistical standards Imple- 
menting these standards into general ( Vntei practice 
will provide NC l"S with an cftccuvc mcchaiusn) foi 
assuring that all projects anTt products arc statisti- 
cally sound 

A 

Selected Publications 

Ah Enipirical Comparative Analysis of Alternative 
Methods of C omputing Eligibility Under l itlc III 
oF tile Hrgher Education Act 6rT9(>5 

HEGIS Past'Sutvcy Validaliou JijAuly . : , , 

Statistic* Evaluation of Legislative Impact on Higher 
Education: A Case Study of Section MM of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (Paper) 

Validation Study of the Imputation ProcesfHij;^ Used 
in Compiling Data on Nonpublic Education of the 
Nation's Children 



Policymakers are continually frustrated by iin- 
timely, poor-qualit y dat a . Throug h a progr am of 
grants, the Center helps States improve their statTs- 
tical systems. It also encourages them to share tech- 
nical expertise with one an<)theLith*'^^^8h ^i^^^te per- 
sonnel exchanges. The grants pnf^am is bilsed on 
the premise that if all States collect data i;i>mpatiblc 
with accepted standards and practicesr the data 
States report to NGES will be more accurate and 
reliable and intra-State comparisons will be en- 
hanced, thereby making the data more useful at the 
State level. A second objective is to reduce paper- 
work, redundancy, an<Ji) excessively detailed report- 
ing in meeting Federal-State (iata requirements. 

State Grants 

Initiated in 1978, the progranp now provides., 
grants to States in elementary-secondary, vocational, 
and postsecondary education. The grants are used 
for activities proposed by the States to improve their 
statistical and data processing activities. Grants are 
intended to develop tjie long-teriVi capability of the 
State agencies to collect, process, analyze, and re- 
port about education data. Grants may focus on re- 
ducing data burde^i; improving the timeliness of data 
rciporting; enhancing the quality/comparability, or 
utility of data; increasing a State's analytical capa- 
bility; improving the flow of information to local or 
other educational agencies; and similar objectives. 
Because of limited funds, not every State that.applies 
can teceiyfc a grant. Grants are awarded basecTon 
the following criteria: 

• The significance of the project in imgfoving 
the long-term statistical capability of the State 
ediicational.agency; 

• The qualUy ^nd explicitness of the work plan 
and the soundness of the managment ^lan; 

p The qualifications of the proposed project 

. staff; * ♦ ■ V ■ ' 

; • The agency^ con^iTiitmerit anc) arrangements 
to ehsiire the long-term effect of the activities 
after federal f^nds expire; and 

• Theyeasonableness of the budget for the work 
to be done : • 



State Technology 
Ad vanceniCTit 

In 4^?^, gt^nt^ ^er1^^wttrt^ed k> eight -Stiites-4o~ 
improve statistical activities at the elementary-sec* 
ondary level. In 197^, following a change in the au- 
thorizing law to permit the awarding of grants to 
postsecondary and vocational education agencies. 37 
grants were made. I'en grants were awarded in elj 
ementary-secondary education, 6 in postsecondary 
education, dnd 21 in vocational education. 

Funded projects include designing and imj)le- 
menting accounting systems in finance, staff, and 
curriculum; developing sthool district profiles foY 
planning purposes; developing an integrated data 
base; upgrading data processing software and equip- 
ment; and developing software for improved analysis 
of data already being collected. . 

In FY 1980, NC€S will continue its speciijl em- 
phasis on vocational education because the( man- 
dated vocational education dhta system, newly es- 
tablished in 1977, is still in the early stages of 
implementation. The Center plans to award approx- 
imately 6 grants in elementary-secondary education; 
6 grants in postsecondary education; and 12 in vo- 
cational education, , 

State Personnel Exchange 

The State personnel exchange is a Federally 
funded program that en/ourages States to help one 
another. In manysituat/ons, a problem in one State 
has already been solved in another. The personnel 
exchange supports travel costs for State employpes 
to review the methods or solutions used by other 
States. This enables State agencies to seek advice 
from their peers rather thantpnsultants who may be 
less familiar with State operating procedures and 
operations in a particular area. In another use of the 
persdnnel exchange, a State may request personnel 
from one or more States to conduct a review of its 
management information system. In this Situation, 
a team of experts f^om several States visits the State 
agency, reviews orations, land makes recommen- 
dations to the Chief State School Officer. During a 
year, approximately 51) personal exclianges and 
team reviews occur. 
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Problems in education often r«|uire quick solu- 
tions. Planners can rarely spend long periods qf time 
s earch ing for appropriate daja when preparing 
schedules and budgets and plannmg curricula. The 
ready availability of data is therefore vital to them ^ 
for decisionmaking. 

Aware of this need, NCES has developed an in- 
formation program allowing easy access to a wide 
range of data. The program centers on the Statistical 
Information Office (SIO), computer services, and 
publications. 

The Statistical Information Office has access to 
an exhaustive store of education data — data that are 
continually expanded and updated. This information 
is drawn from NCES* own data base as well as thOse 
of related agencies and organizations. Suclj de^th of 
resources is necessary to enable SIO to respond to 
a growing variety of requests for education infor- 
mation requests t|iat now number over 21 ,000 yearly. 
Users of this information represent a wide range of 
institutions and organizations. They include mem- 
bers of Congress and CortVessiortal committees, 
government agencies, educational institutions and 
organizations, the press, business firms and private 
citizens. The SIO frequently answers unique re- 
quests which require special tabulations, analyses 
and reports. 

The SIO also compiles data used to allocate funds 
for a number of Federal education programs. Cur- 
renUy, these programs provide about $8 billion in 
sugibrt of a variety of educational objectives. 

T^e computer services program complements the 
SIO with a variety, of products. Through computer 
tapes, special tabulations, microfiche and on*line 
computer capacity, the Center offers a range of data 
unavailable in printed form. Over 3,000 requests for 
these services were filled last year, coming from all 
types of public and private users. Computer tapes 
are especially in demand. To allow the widest use 
of these, NCES modifies its data sets, making them' 
compatible with the unique specifications of the 
usef s computer facility. Special tabulations from 
these tapes can also be produced, ajjain tailored to 
the specific needs of the user. NCES adds appr6xi- 
mateiy 20 new tapes to its data base each year as 
data become available from NCES surveys and those 
of other government agencies. All available tapes 
. arc for sale. 
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Information Services 

Another essential element of the Center's refer- 
ence cafiacity is its publications program. Annually* 
NCES publishes approximately 50 documents that 
deTair parficutar aspects nf^daaHion for planners 
and researchers. They are published in a variety of 
forms: early releases that present preliminary data, 
reports and bulletins, analyses, directories, and 
handbooks of stapdar^l terminology. Of these pub- 
lications, the most widely used are The Condition of \ 
Education, the Digest for Education Statistics, and 
Projections of Education !>(atistics. the Condition 
offers statistics on American education within a 
framework of social indicators, using tables and 
glyphs supported by interpretive text. The Digest is 
a compendium of statistical information covering 
American education from preprimary to ^graduate 
school. Projections presents historical trends and 
projections for 10 years on enrollments, instructional 
stiff, graduates, and expenditures for elemehtary, 
secondary^ an^ postsecondary education. All three | 
publications present data collected M NCES and * 
^ther agencies. ^ * 

In the coming year, NCES will place particular 
emphasis on widening its data services. User access 
to data tapes will be expanded with the upcoming 
publication of a data tape directory . As new concerns 
arc studied, more special analyses will be incorpo- 
rated into the NCES reference bank. The Center is 
considering ideas for developing mc^e technical aids 
and training materials for users. Tne need to coor- 
dinate further multiple Federal data sources is also 
being considered, along with a government-wide in- 
formation locator! In addition, some publications are 
being eliminated or consolidated and others created 
as education officials shift their focus from one aspect 
of education to another. 



Selected Publications 
General Statistics .. 



Comparisons of Public PeAreptions -of Education 
With the Current Status ot^Education (Paper) 

The Cortdmon of Ediicatlon, Part 1— Statistical Re- ' 
port; Part U^NCES Program (Annual) ^ 

The Condition of Education for Hispanic Americans 
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DigcM o( HducMtion Stahstics (Annual) 
Education in the United States: Stat^fMical Mij:hlights 
(Annual)^ 

Projections of lulucation Statistjcs (Bjennial) 
Directories ^ 

Colleges m\i\ Universities Ottering Aeereditaiii>n 
Programs, by Acereditation f idd. Including Se- 
lected Characteristics 

Directory of Library Networks and Cooperative 1 i- 

— brary Organizations 



Directory of Poslsecoiulaiy Schools with Occupa- 
tional Programs 
^Lducation Directory: ColKrges and Universities . 
luiucation Directory. Pubhi School Systenis 
Fklucation I>irectory: State lulucation Agency Ot- 
ticials 

Free Universities and Refciral Centers 
Institutions of Higher I'dncation Index by Stale 

and Congressional District 
Traditionally' jfJIack Institutions of Higher Educa- 
tion: Their ^Identification and SelectKl Character- 
-jstics _ 



Number of information requests from the Statistical Information Office, 

J979 



Total requests 
12,000-1 



10,000- 



11,583 




4,679 



Educational Business and 
institutions organizations 



2,708 



2,219 




mwm 



Individuals Government HEW 
(excluding HEW) offlces 



Media 



409 

Congress 



Note: This tally does not include the heavy volume of inquiries for 
^ major NCES reports, such as the more than 10,000 requests for 

u copy of The Condition 6f Education, ^ . ' ;* 



